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PROCLAMATION ON HIGHER EDUCATION,

IECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND
RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS AND INDUSTRY LINKAGE

WHEREAS ensuring the quality and relevance of the
education and training is crucial for the holistic prosperity

Wwe envision;

WHEREAS the quality of education and training is
ensured through internship, externship, and engagement of
industry practitioners in education and training institutions

skill training;
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WHEREAS higher

vocational training , and research institution are expected to

education-, technical and
carry out research, technology transfer and consultancy
services in linkage with the industry; and their mission in
generating qualified human resource, conducting applied
research, transferring technology is crucial for industry
competitiveness;

WHEREAS, higher education-, technical and
vocational training-, research- institution and industry
linkage requires mutual benefit and active participation of
actors; and the need to legislate the linkage priority areas
indicated in the national

science, technology and

innovation policy ;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with
Article 55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia the “Higher Education, Technical and
Vocational Training and Research Institution and Industry

Linkage Proclamation is hereby issued.

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as “Higher Education,

Technical and Vocational Training Research  Institution
and Industry Linkage Proclamation Number 1298/2023.
2. Definition

In this Proclamation, unless the context requires otherwise:

1. Consultancy Service” means professional, intellectual
or technical advisory roles rendered by academic staff
and researchers on project design, study, management,

counseling, training and knowledge transfer.
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2. “Practical Training” means a training which includes

internship, externship and cooperative training.

3. “Externship” means industry-based practical training
offered to higher education instructors or technical and
vocational training institution trainers, or provision of
practical training by industry practitioners in higher

and technical

education- and vocational training

institutions.

4. “Internship” means industry-based practical training
offered to higher education institutions’ students, or
technical and vocational training institutions’ trainees
that help them to acquaint with the real life work place

environment.

5. “Joint Applied Research” means collaborative research
conducted among Higher Education- Technical and
Vocational Training and Research Institutions, Industry,
other Governmental or Non Governmental Organizations

to address national or industry problem through linkages.

6. “Cooperative Training” means a mode of training
delivered by the cooperation of higher education or
and vocational institutions and

technical training

industry.

7. “Industry” means any private, public or Non-

Governmental manufacturing or service providing
sector with potential for partnership or linkage related

works.
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utilizing skills, knowledge, technologies, methods among
higher education, technical and vocational and research
institutions, and other public and private organizations;
and make scientific and technological outputs accessible
where the end user further develops or exploits the
technology into new products, processes, applications,

materials or services.

9. “Intellectual Property” means a legal right over a
creative work of the human intellect and includes patent,
trademark, copyright, registration, and utility model
certificates obtained through linkages.

10.""Research Grant' means financial or in-kind support
provided by Public or Non Governmental Organization,
for joint applied research projects conducted jointly by
higher education, technical and vocational training or

research- institutions.

11."Linkage™ means a collaborative and mutual-benefit
platform that help to formally establish internship,
externship, joint applied research, technology transfer,
consultancy service, or cooperative training activities
among higher education, technical & vocational training,

research institutions and industries.
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12. “Linkage Council or the Council” means an
organization that consists of members referred to in
Article 5 of this Proclamation and which oversees

linkage activities, and established in accordance with

EESIEE) of this Proclamation.

13.“Linkage Stakeholders” means main actors of the
linkage which includes leading economic sectors and
reporting institutions, public development enterprises,
higher education, research, technical and vocational
training-institutions; private manufacturing and service
providing organizations, Federal and Regional
Chambers of Commerce, Sectorial Associations, Non
Governmental Organizations, or Professional and Civic
Associations or others which shall be included by the

council as required.

14. “Higher Education Institution” means public or private
institution that offers under and post graduate study
programs, and also conducts research and community

engagement activities.

15. “Research Institute” means an organization established
with special missions of conducting research and

consultancy services.

16. “Technical and Vocational Training Institutions”

means an institution that provides various Level Il to
third degree trainings and which prepares trainees for
jobs through enhancing knowledge, skills, professional

ethics and professional qualification assessment criteria.
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19. Any expression in the masculine gender includes the

feminine gender.

3. Purpose of the Linkage
To ensure effectiveness, mutual benefit, National and

International competitiveness by implementing linkage
activities with coordination, consistency, accountability,
and efficiency in line with the national development
agenda.

4. Scope of Application
This Proclamation shall apply to all linkage actors.

PART TWO
ESTABLISHMENT OF LINKAGE COUNCIL ;

MEMBERS OF THE NCIL: DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COUNCIL
5. Establishment of the Linkage Council

The Linkage Council, hereinafter referred to as "the

Council", is hereby established to oversee linkage
activities and comprised of Higher Education-, Technical
Institutions,

and Vocational Training and Research

Industries, Government and other Senior Officials.

6. Members of the Linkage Council
1/ Whereas the Council has the power to add members as

deemed necessary, it shall have the following members.

2/ Members of the Council include the following:
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b/ State Owned Enterprise ;

¢/ Higher Education Institutions;

d/ Research Institutions;

e/ Technical and Vocational Training Institutions;

f/ Private Manufacturing and Service Providing

Organizations;

g/ Federal and Regional Chamber of Commerce and

Sectoral Associations;

h/ Non-governmental Local Organizations;
i/ Professional and Civic Associations.

3/ The Council shall have a chair, deputy chair and
secretary; the Ministry of Education shall be the chair of
the Council; a deputy chair and a secretary shall be from

other members of the Council.

4/ A detailed Directive determining organizational structure
and function of the Council shall be issued by the
Ministry.

7. Powers and Duties of the Council
The Council shall have the following Powers and Duties.
1/ In accordance with priority areas of the government, set
linkage strategic directions, monitor and evaluate its

process and performance;

2/ ldentify shared and individual linkage affairs; monitor
and evaluate performances; forward directions on

issues that need further improvement;
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3/ Compile and share best practices from the linkage
actors;

4/ Invite stakeholders and individuals as deemed necessary
to the Council meeting, and who can share their
knowledge and experience, as well as assist and advice
on effective implementation of linkage activities;

5/ Perform other functions that help achieve purpose of

linkage.

PART THREE
SHARED AND INDIVIDUAL DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF LINKAGE ACTORS
f Link
1/ Create an organizational structure and conducive

nsibiliti

working environment for effectiveness of the linkage;

2/ Implement, monitor and ensure effectiveness of linkage

activities in their respective sector;

3/ Issue or amend guideline that facilitate and strengthen
linkage among stakeholders; monitor, validate and

respond to its functionality;

4/ Create a system that allow to exchange information with

the linkage actors;

5/Establish

evaluation system; and report to linkage coordinator

linkage  planning,  monitoring  and

at at each level;

6/ Avail their infrastructure for linkage activities and in a
manner that does not interfere with the regular work of
actors;

7/ Establish an internal system that stipulates the rights
and obligations as well as keeps confidentialities of

institutions participating in linkage affairs;
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8/ Provide the necessary support and monitoring; submit a

report to the council; and

9/ Perform other duties and responsibilities that help make

the linkage effective.

9. Duties and Responsibilities of Higher Education
Institution
Higher Education Institution shall have the following
duties and responsibilities:
1/ Incorporate linkage activities in its institutional
strategic documents;

2/ Establish linkage operational system; allocate human
power and budget for linkage activities, manage

linkage incomes;

3/ Address community problems; and ensure community

benefits from the linkage;

4/ Consider institution's mission and differentiation based
on the Council's prioritized linkage activities; plan and
execute linkage activities through participation of key

stakeholders;

5/ Ensure research and innovation implementation in line
with the demand of linkage actors; jointly solicit the

necessary funds;

6/ Ensure linkage activities are implemented in

accordance with addressing quality of education and
as well

research; as contributing to community

engagement and effectiveness of industries and

enterprises; and
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7/ Ensure intellectual property rights obtained through

linkage are used for educational services and in

accordance with the laws in force and the rights and
interests of the linkage actors.
10. Duties and R nsibilities of R rch Institution

Research Institution shall have the following duties and

responsibilities:

1/ Implement the linkage through organizational structure
and practices;

2/ Establish clear, accountable, and effective system to

properly manage linkage income;

3/ Ensure linkage activities are implemented through a
system that address the industry and community

problems;

4/ Plan and execute linkage activities based on the
Council’s priorities, and in a manner that ensures

participation of key stakeholders;

5/ Ensure research and innovation implementation in line

with the demand of linkage actors; and

6/ Ensure intellectual property rights obtained through
linkage are used for further research agenda and in
accordance with the laws in force and the rights and

interests of the linkage actors.

11.Duties and Responsibilities of Technical and

Vocational Training Institution
Technical and Vocational Training Institution shall have

the following duties and responsibilities:

1/ Implement the linkage through organizational structure

and practices;

2/ Establish clear, accountable, and effective system to

properly manage linkage income;
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3/ Create conducive environment and infrastructure for

effective industry extension, Practical training,

consultancy service, and cooperative training;

4/ Ensure linkage training activities are implemented
skills,

development and competitiveness of proximate micro

through enhancing as well as through

and small enterprises;

5/ Establish incubation centers that facilitate joint research
activities among linkage actors;

6/ Properly implement linkage’s cooperative training,
innovation, technology transfer, industry extension and

consultancy services;

7/ Ensure intellectual property rights obtained through
linkage are used for training and skill enhancement and
in accordance with the laws in force and the rights and
interests of the linkage actors.

12. Duties and Responsibilities of Industry
The industry sector shall have the following duties and
responsibilities:
1/ Create conducive environment for students, trainees,
instructors, and trainers participating in Practical

training;

2/ Create conducive environment and infrastructure for
industry extension, Practical training and consultancy

service;

3/ Establish linkage system with higher education,

technical and vocational training, and research
institutions, and that help carry out industrial
extension, Practical training, innovation and

technology transfer;
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4/ Identify and communicate joint research, innovation and

technology transfer agenda to linkage stakeholders;

5/ Establish organizational structure, as well as allocate
human power and budget to carry out linkage
activities.

13.Duties and Responsibilities of State Owned Enterprise

State Owned Enterprise shall have the following duties

and responsibilities:

1/ Build relationship and execute join linkage activities
jointly with higher education, technical and vocational

training, research institutions and industry;

2/ Allocate budget for linkage from annual regular budget;
the detail shall be prepared by the Council and
determined by a Directive issued by Ministry of

Finance;

3/ Participate and support implementation of linkage

priorities decided by the Council;

4/ Ensure the development of qualified human resource and
industry competitiveness in line with the national
development agenda; together with other linkage actors
give due attention to research, and technology transfer
qualities and relevance at higher education-, technical

and vocational training- institutions .
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14. Duties and Responsibilities of Ministry of Education
The Ministry of Education, which is national coordinator

of the linkage, shall have the following duties and

responsibilities:

1/ Nationally coordinate, support, and monitor linkage
activities among higher education, technical and
vocational training, research institutions and industry ;

chair of the national linkage Council;

2/ In collaboration with other actors, identify linkage

demands and design implementation strategic

directions;

3/ As per the directions set by the Council, monitor and
support linkage actors’ plan and implementation
activity; share best experiences to others actors;

establish recognition and encouragement system;

4/ Prepare linkage affairs implementation draft Directive.;
submit the same to the Council; monitor its approval

and subsequent implementation; and

5/ Establish linkage fund system; mobilize resources that
can strengthen linkage activities among actors; follow

its proper implementation with the Council.

PART FOUR
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY
TRANSFER
15. Intellectual Property
In accordance with the Powers and Duties detailed
Directive entrusted with existing laws, linkage actors
shall prepare ownership and management system of

intellectual property obtained through linkage.
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16. Establishing Intellectual Property and Technology

Transfer Support Center
Linkage actors shall establish a system of ownership

rights and management of related intellectual property
products based on established laws in force regarding
technology transfer based on an appropriate and detailed
system.
17. Rovality Distribution

The council shall issue a detailed Directive on fair
distribution of intellectual property income between
linkage actors and intellectual property owners.

PART FIVE
RE NITION AND INCENTIVE SYSTEM
18.Recoanition _and _Incentive System for Private
In ri
Private industry participating in linkage shall receive

the following recognition and incentives:

1/ Subject to benefits from linkage, a private industry
may receive a special recognition award and other
appropriate incentives that enhance its engagement in

linkage;

2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) of this Article,
the Minister shall submit to the Ministry of Finance
an incentive mechanism to private industry that

partially or fully covers linkage costs;

3/ Compensation for damage to students, trainees, or
industry property during internship shall be subject to
insurance coverage and the cost shall be borne from
the linkage fund; the details shall be determined by
the Directive prepared by the Ministry with the

relevant bodies.
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Education Institution
A private higher education institution participating in
linkage shall receive the following recognition and
incentives:

1/ The incentive mechanism stated for private industry may
also apply to a private higher education institution,
depending on the circumstances;

2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) above private
higher education institution are entitled to get capacity
building to managers and instructors; and support to
conduct join applied research on nationally prioritized
themes.

20. Recognition and Incentive System for a Researcher or

Inventor Who Participates in L inkage
Researcher or inventor participating in linkage activities

shall receive the following incentives as appropriate:

1/ A researcher or inventor working in higher education,
technical and vocational training, or research institute
and securing fund from external sources and

mobilizing it to the host institution shall financially be

benefited from the fund; the details shall be

determined by Directive.

2/ The amount of money mentioned in Sub-Article (1)

shall clearly be stated in the project agreement.

3/ Without prejudice to other applicable laws, additional
support and encouragement shall be provided to
persons with disabilities, women and wvulnerable
groups participating in linkage; the details shall be

determined by the Directive.
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24. Effective Date
This Proclamation shall come in to force from the date

of its publication on the Federal Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, On this 7" Day of
December, 2023

SAHLE - WORK ZEWDE

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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